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Baker Offering Regrets
“'l Press Séggj'»Sweep_f

WASHING‘I‘ON May 14 (UPI)-—The‘
Senate Republican leader, Howard K.
Baker Jr,, Republican’ gf Tennessee,
says he Yegrets ‘any“inconvenience to "
the press:when the Senate Press Gal-
lery wascleared May 5 for a secret in-
s briefing.
Ina]etter to Ronald E. Cohen, Wash- |
ingtonnews editor of United Press -1
ternational, Senator Baker said
day that “the level of briefing that was'
conducted had never been-held in the
chamber in the past,” and added, **That
is  the' primary reason for the extra |
mmumthatwemreqmredbytheser-
geant-at-arms’s office.”
lntheprepamtionsbytheCapxtolpo-
lice and agents of the Defense Intelli-
gence: Agency, reporters were told to
leave the gallery, articles they wrote
|were erased from their computer ter-
.minals and- telephones belonging to
inews agencia were: ripped from the
walt. st B AR TR DI EE
Cohen eomplainad to Senatnr
Baker that the authorities had sub-
[verted First Amendment rights. Sena-.
‘tor Baker answered, *‘While I donot an- -
‘ticipate that such action will be re--
'quired again in the near future, I think |
Iweallleamedfromﬂnsapeﬂmce." '
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